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Militant groups turn to crime to finance
suicide attacks that have rocked the nation
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Deputy Superintendent of Police, Asghar Dalhﬂ =

of the Special Investigation Unit, had no idea
what lay in store when he signalled the white
Corolla to a halt. It was the afternoon of

Tuesday, January 29, 2008 and Daihrihad
gone to Cattle Colony, Landhi, with six "3_@
constables to follow a tip that several men who
had been responsible for a spate of robberies,
carjackings and kidnappings were hiding ina
house in the area. On the way, the seven men R A
got stuck in a traffic jam and the white car L s
happened to stop next to them. The young man
at the steering wheel seemed uncannily similar
to a suspect Daihri had seen on the security
camera footage of a bank heist. The officer
was right: he was the bank robber. s
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He soon admitted to the crime as
Daihri questioned him on the
roadside. The young man seemed
nervous to the police othcer but he
offered to lead the law-enforcement

sersonnel o a house in Shah Labf
own in the sputh-east of Karachi,
where he claimed his three
accomplices were hading. Daihiri
agreed and the policemen were in
frant of the house within minutes
The seven unsuspecting men got
out of their vehicles and
approached the small house. Just as
they got near the main door, they
were greeted by a hail of bullets
and rocket-propelled grenades

What Dathri did not know was
that the yvoung man he had
stopped was Qasim Toori, the
leader of lundallah, a militant
group that had first appeared on
the scene when it carried out an
attack on Ahsan Saleem Havat,
then Karachi corps commander, on

Juni 10, 2004. And that he had led
Daihri and his men to a hideout of
the group where a dozen members,
armed to the teeth, were

s lI'IL'l.‘l.i.

Only after calling for
reinforcements and a four-hour
shoot-out did the police torce
manage to enter the house. By then,
three men inside - Junaid Farooqui,
Abdullah and Tavabdad - had been
killed whife the ﬁﬂ]iue had lost
Daihri and head constable Raja
Tariq. Abrar Kemariwala, another
Jundullah member, was injured and
Mehmood, Badshah Khan and
lavaid fled in the confusion. Toor
and Danish alias Tallah, who had
led the police to the hideout, were
also injured.
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y lodging top lihadi” activists and sectaran
miiitants in one barrack, the Central Jall Karachi
has provided them a perfect rendezvous to forge
close links. This proximity
has bean halptul in
establishing contacts
with the Taliban in
Federally
Administered
Tribal Areas and
idantifying targets
for robbenes and
kidnappings. Bomb
blast accused
Mohammad Shah,
who stiil attends
court trials inside the
Central Jail Karachi
after baing released
on bail, says that
most jailed leaders
of banned 'ihadi’
and sectarian
outfits maintain
comtacts with

Interropation of the men

. COMMON GOAL

: Serving time together in jail, militants of different ‘jihadi’ outfits forge
— links and plan criminal activities together

their groups and also issue instructions. “Recently
jailed lzaders of a banned outfit issuad instructions to
their members to commit robberies 1o help shore up
the group's dwindling finances,” says Shah.

Militants so far arrested in Karachi have curiously
been kept under one roof, All Yjihadi' and sectarian
militants, including Akram Lahorl, Asif Zahir, Kamran
Atif, Mohammad Hanlf and Mahammad Imran, have
been lodged close together in Central Jail Karachi
“It has bean an old practice in all the country’s
prisons o segregate prisonars of diferant
categories and keep logether the ones belonging 1o
the same category.” an official of Central Jail
Karachi tells the Herald. Another jailar says that
prisoners ol differant categories are segregaled o
avoid clashes.

But this lumping together seems to serve the
investigatars’ purpose, too. “The interrogators do
not need to search for prisoners of different
banned outfits in different wards when they are
reguired o be quizzed," axplains an official of an
intelligence agency. "And they are required 1o be
interrogated after every bomb blast in the country
to find out which group may be behind that attack.”
he adds. = - M.A

steps were (o rent a mumber of

over the next few houses in the city and purchase
days revealed weapons. Toori has revealed to the
startling police that in his first such
information. They consignment he bought four SMG
were no ordinary rifles and eight hand grenades.
outlaws. In their case, Then began the spree of robberies
militant and criminal activities and kidnappings: on October 30,

went hand in hand. Toori, for
instance, had committed his first
robbery before the attack on the
corps commander; he had looted
a bank in Malir Cantonment,
Karachi. After the attack,
however, the group members
went their separate wavs. Toori
was injured and eventually
ended up in Wana where he
trained for about two-and-a-
half years. In 2007, he
retumed to Karachi with 19
other young men with the
sole aim of riising

N AL el g & money. The first
militant in Fata |

2007, for instance, Toor and
absconding co-accused Azad Khan,
Ubaid, Faroogui, lgbal, Ishaque,
Abdullah, Mebhmood, Tavabdad,
Badshah Khan, Abu Bakr, Yagoob
Abdullah and Shakir stormed Bank
al-Habib and looted 503 million
TUpees,

It appedrs that this sum was sent
to the tribal areas where it was
passed on to Hamza Jofi alias Haji
Mumtaz, an Egyptian national
based in Wana, South Waziristan.
In retumn, the ]"H:,'F'tmn sent arms,
explosive substances and
ammunition to the group in
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In 2007, Qasim Toori of
Jundullah returned to
Karachi with 19 other
young men with the sole
aim of raising money. The
first steps weretorenta
number of houses in
Karachi and purchase
weapons — Toori has
revealed to the police that
in his first such
consignment he bought
four SMG rifies and eight
hand grenades.
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Karachi. In most cases, however,
money was routed to the tribal
agencies to fund militant activibies
in the region. And this ‘fund-
raising’ was not limited to

Jjund men: according to an
intelligence agency officer who has
been investigating such robberies,
various militant and 'jihadi’ groups
have “raised over one billion rupees
through robberies and kidnappings
in about two years”.

This trend of committing crimes
to finance ‘jihad’, the Herald has
learnt, has gained strength since
2004. "When the military became
involved in an armed confrontation
with the militants in the Federally
Administered Tribal Areas (Fata),
the militants started sending groups
of men to big cities, not only to
recruit people but also to raise
money through robberies and other
crimes,” a Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) official tells the
Herald, However, the extent of these
activities came to light only after
the arrest of the Jundullah activists
in January this vear.

Mevertheless, it is important to
understand that the roots of this
phenomeneon lie further in the past
than 2004 — in fact, they lie in the
aftermath of 9/11. With the
initiation of the "war on terror’, the
military regime of General (retd)
Pervez Musharraf came under

| agricultural land and commercial property,” a counterterrorsm Exé"u'r‘t of
. the FIA tells the Herald, While cash flow remained restricted, they

pressure to dismantle the ‘jihad’ factory running in Pakistan. The state
took a number of steps - some half-baked or faulty - to dismantle the
infrastructure, Several militant groups were banned, their members
arrested or forced to go underground to avoid imprisonment and their
training camps disbanded. More importantly, the authorities also
clamped down on the financial infrastructure of the organisations
Accounts were frozen, transactions to suspected organisations, especially
global and cross-border ones, were monitored strictly and the impunity
with which militant outfits had been collecting donations domestically
was checked. All this created considerable financial problems for militant
organisations and they began to explore new sources of funding, “After
the effective ban on collection of funds ffom the public, militant outfits
turned to raising funds through criminal activities,” says an intelligence
agency official.

Partly this change came about because of the steps that militant
organisations initially took to protect themseives from the state crackdown.
“When the ban was first implemented, the organisations started investing in

id
manage to save assets through these investments. Worse was, however, yet
to come. The ban meant that property had to be bought in the name of
individuals, many of whom were members of the organisations themselves.
And when these individuals were later asked for money for the militancy,
many of them “simply refused to do so and severed their ties with the
organisations,” an FIA officer tells the Herald (see *Saving for a Rainy Day").
Cash flow dried up even further.

Adding to these setbacks were the deaths of scholars such as Mufti
N'L:.:nmuj:niin Shamzai, Mufti Jamil and others who had managed to unite
the disparate groups and their members. Splintering accelerated in their
absence, “With the death of top scholars, the command structure fell apart
and splinter groups proliferated,” the FIA officer adds. The smaller groups
that emerged were even more strapped for cash and hence more willing to
turn to crime.

“It was this complex mix of events which meant that when armed
confrontation with the Pakistani security forces increased in 2004, very little
help was available to those who were engaged in fighting the military in
Fata,” says the officer. A a result, outfits fighting in the north started
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sending small groups to urban centres for inducting fresh recruits and to
raise funds by resorting to bank robberies and other crimes

In fact, such groups do not stop at burglaries: kidnappings are also a
lucrative way to raise money for their activities. Take Mohammad Farhan
(Jasim, who was arrested in March this vear in Karachi for three kidnappings
that the police has evidence for, Qasim, along with his men, kids Ll’lpp‘t‘k]-
people from high-end residential localities in Karachi. Hostages were kept in
the group’s hideouts on the Super Highway, and in Shershah and Gulbai
areas. The kidnapped victims’ families were told to pay ransoms in Peshawar
to various individuals before hostages were Tt‘Jl‘:l!—'.l,‘Lr[n Karachi. Qasim has
since confessed that this ransom money was passed on to Baitullah Mehsud.

Law-entorcement personnel also believe that in a number of incidents such
groups have used private security firms to get access to secure targets.
Investigations have revealed that private security firms’ guards were
responsible for both the 10-million-rupee robbery at alBaraka Islamic Bank in
Gulshan-e-Igbal and the 150-million robbery at the Continental Exchange on
LI Chundrigar Road on January 6, 2008. In the first case, the deployed guard
Hussain was from Kurram Agency and in the second case Noor Khan and
Hameedullah were from North Waziristan. All three fled at the time of the
robberies, and a policeman claims the authorities have evidence that significant
funds are transferred to Mehsud after each theft in which security men
originating from tribal areas are involved. “Faizullah, a henchman of Mehsud
who is based in Sohrab Goth, transferred money,” he adds.

Interestingly enough, it is not just money that is being collected: a dozen
members of Tehreek-e-Islami, Jalaluddin Haggani's arganisation which is
now being led by his son Siraj Hagqani, have been arrested for stealing 150
waikn‘-laﬁ:iﬁ and laptops in small robberies from different shops in Karachi
in December 2006. The stolen items were handed over to Tahir, an
accomplice in Sohrab Goth, who delivered the goods to Mullah Daadulla, a
Taliban commander who, till his death last year, was involved in the
insurgency in both Pakistan and Afghanistan.

All three groups that have been operating in Karachi - Jundullah,
Tehreek-e-Islamu and the Sohrab Goth-based organisation run by Faizullah
Mehsud - have links with militants operating in the tribal areas, “Tehreek-e-
Islami has links with Jalaluddin Hagqani and Jundullah with groups in
South Waziristan,” says a Crime Investigation Department official. In fact,
law-enforcement agencies have also realised that such militant groups and
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their members have joined hands
with ordinary criminal gangs in the
city to carry out robberies and
thefts: the ‘earnings’ are then split
between the criminals and the
militants
This came to light when

Mohammad Waseem was recently
arrested for allegedly kidnapping a
resident of Karachi, Leschester Lobo,
from the city’s Cantonment Station
area on February 2, 2008. During the
interrogation, Waseem told the
police that he was a member of the
gang of Afzal Khan alias Afzal Ustad
and said he had only recently
realised that the group had forged
links with militants when two gang
members went to Dara Adamkhel to
collect ransom from Lobo's family.
His suspicions were confirmed when
an appointment with Afzal Ustad
turmed into a meeting with the
Taliban in a locality on the Super
HiIEhWﬂ}' near Sohrab Goth.

ata-based militants have clearly
begun to exploit the “fund-raising’
potential of Pakistan’s urban
centres, with their large and
relatively affluent populations and
the presence of existing criminal
networks. In Karachi this is only
adding to an already dismal track
record of crime as terrorism of a
more insidious nature is seeping
into the day-to-day fabric ufi
innocent civilian lives. m
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t was the night of September

14, 2004 when customs otficials

at the international departure
lounge of Quaid-e-Azam
International Airport intercepted
Mehboob Kukaswadia, a
passenger of a Dhibai-bound Hight,
and recovered assorted foreign
currencies worth 1.7 million
dollars. Though a special customs
and taxation court in Karachi
absolved him of charges of
currency smuggling, his arrest
rang alarm bells in the US, Soon
after, the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI), through the US
embassy in Islamabad, provided to
the Pakistan government
information about Kukaswadia,
who, it alleged, had sent a huge
amount of US dollars to Dubai via
telegraphic transfers

Earlier, in 2003, the FBI had
arrested two Pakistani Americans
in Chicago on information
provided by the Federal Reserve
Bank of New York that their firm,
Money Express (formerly known
as Pakistan Express International),
was involved in transterring more
than 120 million dollars ko
Kukaswadia. A joint investigation
by Pakistani agencies discovered

By Magboo! Ahmed

in the absence of
anti-terror
financing laws,
investigations
suffer in related
cases

that Kukaswadia had been involved in money |.L11|n|.'[|.'f:|n].!|. Abdul Raul
Noor Mohammad, president of the Chicago-based Money Express and its
registered agent, Junaid R. Noor Mohammad, had sent the money to
Dubai, where Kukaswadia was neither a resident nor doing business.
According to an official of the joint investigation, “Kukaswadia, at the time
of sending the money through Pakistan Express International had shown
himself as a resident of 118, New Nauman Road, Kharadar, Karachi buit
the amount was actually transferred to a non-resident Pakistani account at
Askari Commercial Bank Limited where his address was shown as P.O.
Box No 4692, Dubai.” He added that Kukaswadia held dual nationality ot
Pakistan and Canada.

The official says that various transactions of telegraphic transfer of
money had shown discrepancies. “However, when the irh‘-’t':’-!igﬂtﬂr: asked
additional commissioner of income tax of the Medium Taxpayers Uit to
provide record of three years of income tax
returns filed by Kukaswadia, they were
denied access to the record,” the official
says, adding that the probe was
_-..,'r.1}1|,'|('d as there was no law in ;T.'Jﬂl.'t'
under which the investigators could
force income tax authorties to p:mrh:lu
them information required for probe. =

This has not been the only incident. = =
When the Special Investigation Group
(SIG) of the Federal






















